[Successful chemotherapy with adriamycin and methotrexate in a case of advanced transitional cell carcinoma of the ureter--a clinical application of subrenal capsule assay].
A case of advanced transitional cell carcinoma of the left ureter was treated with a combination of adriamycin and methotrexate. These drugs were selected using the subrenal capsule assay for which tumor tissues were obtained from a biopsy specimen of the left supraclavicular lymph node. Complete regression of left supraclavicular lymph node metastasis and 90% regression of para-aortic lymph node metastasis were obtained after four courses of the combination therapy. Subsequently, left total nephro-uretrectomy and retroperitoneal lymph node dissection were carried out. Pathological examination revealed the remains of tumor cells in the primary lesion and in the para-aortic lymph node. The tumor tissues obtained from the para-aortic lymph node were not susceptible to adriamycin and methotrexate. However, the tendency of the regression rates in the drug-treated groups was the same as that apparent before chemotherapy. Three courses of the same regimen as that given before surgery were then prescribed. The patient is currently alive with no evidence of disease. We therefore suggest the usefulness of the subrenal capsule assay for predictive chemosensitivity testing.